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Are you in? Building a European movement to 

end street homelessness 

 

A London Perspective 
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 London has seen a a rise in rough sleeping over the 
last four years 

Flow Stock Returner

Over 7500 
people were 
found 
sleeping 
rough in 
London in 
14/15   

 57% were 
non UK 
nationals.( 
46 % from 
other 
European 
countries) 



London Context 



Westminster-will it always be this way? 

Tonight about 
300 people 
are sleeping 
rough in 
Westminster 



What are we aiming to do? 

Help to galvanise energy and generate 
new thinking 
 
Use survey to better categorise and 
prioritise housing needs  
 
Help deliver comparable data 
European wide 
 
Engage wider community to help think 
about solutions so that gaps in 
provision can be filled 
 
Ultimately help plan and set a new 
London wide target to end street 
homelessness 
 
 



Our Challenges 

• How transferable is the US campaign/assessment tool in a London or in a European context? 

 

• London feels different - already have robust data collection method in place  

 

•  Agreeing the purpose and then keeping focused on the ambition  

 

• Supply of housing fundamental stumbling block / Housing First has not been fully adopted as a 

way forward 

 

• Complexity of working across 33 London boroughs 

 

• Involving multiple stakeholders 

 

• Questioning how do people with no recourse to public funds fit into recommendations 

 

• UK's EU Referendum  



Learning from other pilot cities 

 

 

1.Informed our methodology - planning and delivery of the survey week 

 

2.Highlighted similarities- migrants sleeping rough across cities 

 

3.Challenged our thinking about why we are doing this?  How to use the data & What's 

 the ambition? 

 

4.Highlighted how multiple stakeholders involved increases the challenge but also the chance of success 

 

5. Reinforced power & value of community/volunteer engagement -importance of commissioned services 
stepping back  

 

 



www.westminsterhomlessactiontogether.org 

http://www.westminsterhomlessactiontogether.org
http://www.westminsterhomlessactiontogether.org


 

• Been much effort, and some success! 

 

• Acknowledgment that we do need to do things differently - rough sleeping increasing - 

what are we missing? 

 

• Tackling rough sleeping in Westminster needs London wide support -  and beyond 

 

• Galvanise some new energy and urgency about tackling rough sleeping 

 

• Agreement that engaging the wider community and unusual suspects is missing in our 

current approach 

 

• Right time and willingness to try something new 

Starting point 


